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June  1965 


To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Haslingden 
Borough  Council 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964, 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 


The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  as  14,210,  which 
shows  a decrease  of  30  from  that  of  1963.  The  1961  census  gave  a popu- 
lation of  14,370.  This  was  a decrease  of  135  since  the  census  of  1951. 

The  adjusted*  birth  rate  was  20,3  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  14.0 
per  1000  of  the  population.  The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  were  18,4  and  11,3  respectively.  There  were  five  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  19,4 
per  1000  live  births,  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  20.0.  An 
average  for  the  previous  five  years  in  the  Borough,  gives  a rate  of 
23,7, 


There  was  a decrease  of  nine  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  1964  from 
212  to  203.  Heart  disease  was  responsible  for  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths,  84  being  attributed  to  this  cause  in  1964  as  against  80  in  1963, 
showing  an  increase  of  four  deaths  from  this  disease.  There  were  nine 
deaths  from  lung  cancer  (8  males,  1 female)  in  1964,  as  against  four 
deaths  (all  males)  in  1963,  Pull  details  of  the  principal  causes  of 

death,  along  with  age  and  sex  distribution  is  given  in  Table  III  on 
page  10  of  the  Report. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  1964  was  263,  as 
against  260  in  1963.  There  were  227  cases  of  measles  in  1964,  which 
shows  a decrease  from  1963  - 241  cases  were  then  notified.  For  the 
eighteenth  year  in  succession,  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported, 
and  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 
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Two  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported,  but  on  bac- 
teriological investigation  proved  to  be  negative.  Three  cases  of 
respiratory  tuberculosis  - all  males,  were  notified.  There  was  one 
death  from  this  cause. 

During  the  year,  work  to  reduce  atmospheric  pollution  from  indust- 
rial boiler  plants  has  continued.  With  regard  to  slum  clearance, 
nineteen  houses  were  demolished  and  f ifty  persons  rehoused  from  Clear- 
ance Areas,  mostly  from  the  central  area. 

A serious  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at  Aberdeen  in  May  and  June, 
and  its  association  with  tinned  corned  beef,  caused  a tremendous  amount 
of  food  inspection  work  in  the  district. 

The  disastrous  floods  of  18th  July  necessitated  very  special 
measures  to  prevent  the  serious  risk  to  the  health  of  large  ntunbers  of 
residents  developing  into  outbreaks  of  disease.  Prompt  and  effective 
action  succeeded  in  preventing  any  such  outbreaks. 

A Mass  Radiography  Survey  was  made  in  Haslingden  in  April  and  May, 
and  5330  people  were  examined.  Full  details  are  given  on  Page  16  of 
this  Report . 

May  I express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department  for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Lady  and  Gentlemen , 

Yours  faithfully 

T,  SEYMOUR  JONES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

* Adjusted  means  corrected  to  a standard  population  for  the  purpose  of 
comparison  with  other  districts. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  

Population  (census  1961 ) 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  mid-year  population  for  1964. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (census  196l)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1964,  according  to  Rate 

Books)  , . . . 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (estimated)  


8,195 

14,370 

14,210 

5,477 

5,273 

£381,552 

£1,502 


POPULATION; 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  for  1964  is 
14,210,  which  is  less  than  the  1963  figure  of  14,240.  The  1961  census 
population  is  14,370. 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 


Male 
Female  . 


114 

11 

125 

120 

13 

133 

234 

24 

258 

STILL  BIRTHS: 


Male  . . 
Female  . 


1 

2 

3 


1 

1 


Total  Registered  Births  for  1964 
Total  Registered  Births  for  1963 


262 

260 
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TOTAL  REGISTERED  DEATHS; 

Male  Female  Total 


For  1964  ..  104  99  203 

For  1963  95  117  212 


TOTAL  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  Um)ER  ONE  YEAR; 

For  1964  Legitimate 


Illegit imate 


Total 


Male 

Female 


2 


3 

2^ 

5 


For  1963 
Male 
Female 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS 

OF  AGE: 

For  1964 

Legitimate 

Male  

. - 

Female  

2 

2 

For  1963 

Male 

- 

Female 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  WEEK  OF 

AGE: 

For  1964 

Legitimate 

Male 

. — 

Female  

1 

1 

For  1963 

Male  

Female 


Illegitimate  Total 

2 2 

2 

2 4 

1 

1 1 

Illegitimate  Total 

2 2 

- 1 

2 3 

1 1 

1 1 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  FATE  PER  1.000  TOTAL  BIRTHS:  For  1964  - 26.7 

(which  consists  of  infants  deaths  during  first  week  of  life  plus  still 
births) . 
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There  were  five  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  three  of  which 
occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

A list  of  the  ages  and  sex,  and  the  causes  of  death  of  the  infants,  is 
appended  herewith. 


TABLE  1 


SEX 

AGE 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

PLACE  OF  DEATH 

Male 

4 days 

la.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Hospital 

Female 

1 day 

la.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

Hospital 

Male 

6 hours 

la.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
b . Prematurity 

Hospital 

Female 

1 week 

la.  Duodinal  atresia 

2.  Mongolism 

Hospital 

Male 

12  weeks 

la.  Asphyxia  due  to  the 
regurgitation  of  food 
material 

Home 

TABLE  II 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AHEA 


Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  County  Council 
is  responsible  for  the  health  services  under  that  Act. 

The  following  matters  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Borough  Council 

Inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for  human 
habitation;  provision  of  suitable  water  supplies;  control  of 
cleansing  and  disposal  of  refuse;  inspection  of  all  food  and 
food-preparing  premises;  sampling  of  foodstuffs  for  bacterio- 
logical examination;  the  control  of  infectious  disease; 
sanitary  accommodation  to  houses,  factories  shops  and  other 
premises;  nuisances  and  defects;  rodent  control;  offensive 
trades;  smoke  abatement;  and  many  other  matters  concerned 
with  environmental  health. 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens  and  milk  and 
water  samples,  is  undertaken  without  charge,  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Preston. 

Hospital  facilities  are  now  under  the  Regional  Board  and 
Management  Committees  and  patients  are  admitted  without  regard 
to  local  boxmdaries. 

Ambulance,  District  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  and 
administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service  Scheme. 
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SECTION  C 


FBEVAIANCE  OF  AND  CONTBOL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  National  Health  Service  Act  requires  that  copies  of  all  notifi- 
cations of  infectious  diseases  must  he  forwarded  without  delay  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  In  practice  these  notifications  are  sent  to  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer,  so  that  he  may  correlate  action  within  the 
health  division  and  to  enable  the  Divisional  Committee  to  gain  a regular 
knowledge  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  throughout  their  area. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  but  close  co-operation  between  the  Borough  Council  and  the  County 
Council  is  maintained  particularly  for  propaganda  purposes.  During  the 
year,  216  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  immunised  and  4 between 
the  ages  of  five  and  fourteen,  and  in  addition,  518  children  received  a 
reinforcement  injection  during  1964. 

TABLE  IV 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

(l)  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE  OF 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION  DURING  1964 


Born  1949 
or  earlier 

1950-1954 

1955-1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

- 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

145 

65 

(2)  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  WERE  GIVEN  A REINFORCEMENT 

INJECTION  DURING  1964  i.e.  SUBSEQUENT  TO  COMPLETE  COURSE 


Born  1949 
or  earlier 

1950-1954 

1955-1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1 

154 

71 

108 

93 

91 

- 

- 

TABLE  V 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION  1964 

( Primary) 


Born  Prior 
to  1933 

1933-42 

1943-49 

1950-59 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

- 

4 

1 

17 

4 

9 

30 

171 

14 

Number  of  reinforcement  doses/injection  given  (all  ages)  - 155 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
HECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1964 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  two  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  reported  but  not  confirmed. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS; 


During  the  year,  40  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  for  the 
presence  of  Salmonella/Dysentery  organisms.  Four  specimens  were  found 
to  be  positive  whilst  the  other  36  were  negative.  There  were  two  other 
examinations  with  negative  results. 


TUBERCULOSIS ; 


Each  case  of  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  as  soon  as  possible  after 
receipt  of  notification.  ^Vhere  desirable,  Sanatorium  or  Hospital 
treatment  is  arranged  after  consultation  between  the  Chest  Physician 
and  the  Medical  Practitioner  concerned. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  47  recorded  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  4 cases  were  added  and  15  cases  taken  off,  leaving  a 
total  of  36  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  examination  of  sputxim  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  is 
carried  out  at  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary.  Seven  specimens  were 
submitted  during  1964,  five  were  negative  and  two  were  positive. 

In  no  instances  has  there  been  any  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify.  The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  this  district  being  sat- 
isfactory. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortal- 
ity from  tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  area. 

It  iias  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  during  the  year  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  relating  to  the  compulsory  re- 
moval to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


DISINFECTION: 

Generally,  room  fumigation  for  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  and 
smallpox  is  no  longer  recommended.  Experience  has  shown  that  thorough 
cleansing  with  soap,  water  and  disinfectant  together  with  efficient  ven- 
tilation of  the  rooms  is  adequate.  In  one  instance,  room  fumigation 
was  carried  out  during  the  year,  following  tuberculosis. 

Infection,  in  the  cases  of  diseases  like  scarlet  fever  and  diphth- 
eria is  nearly  always  due  to  personal  contact  or  to  the  infection  of 
food  and  drink. 
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Table  VII  gives  the  age  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and  the 
deaths  from  the  disease  during  1964. 

TABLE  VII 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1964 


NEW  CASES 



li 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratoiy 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Res  pi  rat  ory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Years 

Under  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10-14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20-24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-34 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35-44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-64 

65  and 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

up- 

wards 

1 

3 

<sa> 

1 

1 

3 

1 

N.B.  Primary  notifications  only  included  in  the  above  table. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


A mass  radiography  survey  was  conducted  in  Haslingden  by  the  No.l 
Unit  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board  from  20th  April  to  15th 
May  1964. 

The  final  report  showed  that  5330  persons  were  examined,  including 
1760  general  public;  3240  from  factories  and  offices;  280  school 
children;  and  50  others. 


Thirty  nine  abnormalities  were  diagnosed  as  follows 


Cases 


Rate  per 

1000 


Tuberculosis  requiring  close  clinic  supervision  ..  . 4 

Tuberculosis  requiring  only  occasional  out-patient 

supervision 3 

Malignant  Neoplasms  ..  ..  3 

Non-Mai  ignant  Neoplasms ..  ..  ..  . 1 

Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and  abnormalities  of 

the  Vascular  System  28 


•75 


• 56 

• 56 


oooOooo- 


REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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Borough  of  Haalingden 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


June  1965. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  my  eighteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  environmental  conditions  in  the  area  and  the  pro- 
gress recorded  in  1964. 


During  the  year,  some  progress  was  made  in  the  Slum  Clearance  pro- 
gramme. With  regard  to  the  Pleasant  Street  (South  Side)  C.P.O.,  all 
the  houses  in  Spring  Gardens  (eleven)  were  demolishedo  This  is  the 

first  real  start  to  deal  with  the  congested  central  area.  The  three 
houses  in  the  Eliza  Street  Clearance  Area  were  demolished  and  five  of 
the  fourteen  houses  in  the  Blackburn  Road/Hudrake  Area  No, 3 were  also 
demolished.  During  the  year  fifty  people  were  displaced  from  unfit 
houses  as  a result  of  slum  clearance  action.  All  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  except  a number  who  preferred  to  find  their  own  accommodation. 


The  sixty  flats,  six  blocks  of  ten  flats  in  four  storey  buildings, 
on  the  site  of  the  Wilkinson  Street  Compulsory  Phrchase  Order,  were 
completed  during  the  year.  The  12  aged  persons  flats  which  it  was 
contemplated  would  be  erected  at  Lancaster  Avenue,  Helmshore,  had  not 
been  commenced  at  31st  December,  It  is  contemplated  that  a further 
seven  aged  persons  bungalows  be  provided  at  Greenfield  Gardens  adjoin- 
ing the  existing  scheme  of  aged  persons  dwellings. 


Applicants  on  the  Council  “s  waiting  list  for  Council  dwrellings 
at  the  end  of  1964,  numbered  428,  showing  a considerable  decrease  from 
the  previous  year,  when  the  figure  was  485, 


During  the  year,  the  efforts  to  reduce  the  amount  of  industrial 
smoke  continued.  Three  fumances  were  installed  using  oil  as  the  fuel 
medium.  Plans  for  three  new  chimneys  were  dealt  with  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  A smoke/sulphur  dioxide  recording  machine 
is  installed  in  the  Health  Office, 


A number  of  private  water  supplies  have  been  investigated,  in  some 
cases  following  applications  for  improvement  grants.  It  is  the  Coun- 
cil’s policy  that,  where  the  water  supply  is  not  from  the  town’s  mains, 
an  investigation  be  made  and  where  necessary  the  water  supply  improved 
to  a satisfactory  standard,  prior  to  the  issue  of  an  improvement  grant. 
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The  supervision  of  food  premises  of  all  types  was  continued  through- 
out the  year  and  many  inspections  made  at  premises  such  as  cafes,  food 
kitchens,  bakehouses,  food  shops  and  similar  businesses.  Ready  co-op- 
eration is  received  from  the  food  trade  and  the  standard  continues  to 
improve.  The  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Aberdeen  in  May  and  June  1964, 
and  its  association  with  tinned  corned  beef,  brought  a heavy  responsi- 
bility on  the  food  inspection  service  of  the  Council.  Details  are  set 
out  on  Page  31.  Fortunately  no  infection  was  experienced  in  this  area. 

There  are  many  improvements  being  made  to  food  kitchens,  facilities 
for  customers,  sanitary  accommodation  etc.  at  premises  such  as  cafes, 
snack  bars,  clubs,  licensed  premises  and  factories.  Plans  are  submitted 
to  the  Council  and,  by  arrangement,  copies  sent  to  the  Health  Department 
for  examination  under  Food  Ifygiene  Regulations;  Refreshment  Houses 
legislation;  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  and  Factories  Act. 
This  most  valuable  co-operation  has  resulted  in  many  very  well  worth 
while  improvements  being  agreed. 


The  outstanding  public  health  problem  of  the  year,  was  the  after- 
math  of  the  great  flood  of  18th  July  1964.  Nothing  like  this  had  been 
experienced  in  living  memory.  In  45  minutes  devastation  occurred 
costing  one  human  life,  widespread  unhappiness  and  misery,  seriqps 
financial  loss  to  many  people,  and  a very  considerable  health  risk  to 
the  whole  town.  The  only  gleam  in  the  darkness  was  that  this  happened 
at  a holiday  period  when  the  factories  were  deserted.  Had  this  flood 
been  but  twenty  four  hours  earlier,  many  more  lives  would  have  been 
endangered.  A special  report  on  the  precautions taken  from  the  health 
point  of  view  was  presented  to  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee  on  the 
23rd  September  1964.  This  is  reprinted  in  full  in  Appendix  1. 

Many  other  matters  of  importance  are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the 
report.  These  include  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  water  supplies, 
milk  supplies,  sanitary  accommodation,  rodent  control  and  other  services. 


My  appreciation  and  thanks  are  due  to  all  Members  and  Officials  of 
the  Council  for  their  interest^  encouragement  and  valuable  assistance, 
and  particularly  to  the  Chairman,  Vice  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee.  My  grateful  thanks  are  also  due  to  an  efficient  and  loyal 
staff  for  their  ungrudging  service  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

W.  DAWSON 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


I 
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SECTION  D 


ENVIRONMENTAL  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER: 

On  the  1st  April  1963,  the  Bolton  Corporation  Waterworks  Undertaking 
was  increased  to  include  the  areas  previously  served  by  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board,  and,  on  the  same  date,  the  Calder  Water  Board  was  increased 
to  include  the  area  previously  covered  by  the  Accrington  & District  Water 
Board . 

The  water  supply  of  Haslingden  is  obtained  mainly  from  the  Bolton 
Corporation  Waterworks  Undertaking,  with  a small  number  of  houses  in  the 
Rising  Bridge/Stonef old  area  being  supplied  by  the  Calder  Water  Board, 
and  the  remainder  - some  267  houses  and  farms,  by  springs  and  wells. 
Approximately  5,006  houses  are  supplied  by  the  two  Water  Undertakings, 

The  percentage  of  occupied  houses  supplied  from  private  sources  such  as 
springs  and  wells,  is  approximately  5*0.  In  all  cases  the  water  supply 
by  the  two  Undertakings  is  direct  to  taps  in  the  consumers  houses, 
neither  of  the  Undertakings  deliver  water  by  stand  pipes. 

Approximately  sixty-two  percent  of  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
now  fitted  with  baths.  Extensions  of  558  yards  to  the  existing  mains 
of  the  Bolton  Corporation  Waterworks  Undertaking,  were  laid  during  the 
year.  The  water  supplied  in  this  area  is  treated  with  lime  for  plumbo- 
solvency.  The  Water  Undertakings  take  large  numbers  of  samples  of 
treated  and  untreated  water  to  ensure  satisfactory  quality. 

The  Health  Department  took  31  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Ten  samples  taken  direct  from  the  mains  were  all  satis- 
factory. Of  the  21  samples  taken  from  other  sources,  18  were  unsatis- 
factory, Two  chemical  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  and 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


DRAINS  AND  SEWERS; 

The  sewage  disposal  works  are  under  the  control  of  a Joint  Board, 
and  deal  with  the  sewage  of  the  three  Rossendale  Valley  Towns  - Bacup, 
Haslingden  and  Rawtenstall.  The  plant  is  situated  at  the  lowest  point 
in  the  area,  and  the  method  of  treatment  is  precipitation  and  filtra- 
tion, with  outfall  into  the  River  Irwell,  A major  improvement  scheme, 
the  provision  of  a sludge  digestion  plant  and  drying  beds,  was  com- 
pleted during  1960. 

There  are  still  a number  of  houses  not  connected  to  public  sewers, 
but  these  are  mostly  in  outlying  districts  and  farms.  Sixty  yards  of 
sewer  was  laid  on  the  Bentgate  (private)  Estate  during  the  year. 

Sixty  flats  and  thirty-two  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 
Two  existing  houses  were  coupled  to  new  septic  tank  systems. 
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SANITARY  ACCOM^iODATION: 

The  figures  below  show  the  closet  accommodation  of  the  Borough  at  the 


end  of  the  year, 

1.  Number  of  pail  closets  ..  ,,  ..  ..  119 

2.  Number  of  waste  water  closets  . ..  1572 

3.  Number  of  freshwater  closets  . ..  ..  ..  4071 

4.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ....  6 

5.  Number  of  movable  ashbins  ..  ..  ..  5638 


There  are  still  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pail  closets  in  existence, 
mostly  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  mainly  remote  from  sewer- 
age and  mains  water  facilities. 

During  1964,  conversions  took  place  as  follows;- 

Pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  ..  ,.  ..  2 

Waste  water  closets  to  freshwater  closets  83 

CLOSET  CONVERSION  SCHEME; 

On  the  1st  April  1964  the  Council  introduced  a scheme  whereby  in  approved 
cases,  a grant  of  £10  is  paid  towards  the  conversion  of  a waste  water 
closet  to  a fresh  water  closet.  This  scheme  has  been  well  publicised, 
but  at  the  present  time  most  of  the  conversions  are  in  connection  with 
improvement  grants.  A scheme  for  a grant  towards  the  conversion  of 
pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  has  operated  for  some  years. 


PLmiC  CLEANSING; 

The  vehicles  used  for  public  cleansing  are  as  follows:-  Two  vehicles 
used  entirely  on  collection  of  household  refuse.  One  vehicle  is  used 
for  the  collection  of  nightsoil  (in  a special  tank  fitted  to  the  wagon 
for  that  purpose)  and  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse,  salvage,  and 
cover  etc. 

Household  refuse  is  now  collected  weekly  and  nightsoil  also  is  collected 
weekly.  All  household  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at 
the  South  Shore  Tip,  Refuse  disposal  has  now  been  carried  on  at  South 
Shore  since  1954  as  part  of  a scheme  to  create  a large  playing  field  in 
that  area.  Nightsoil  is  discharged  to  the  sewers  by  means  of  a special 
nightsoil  chute. 

A new  garage  for  cleansing  vehicles  was  established  in  the  Old  Destruc- 
tor premises  in  Prinny  Hill  and  occupied  in  December  1963. 
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The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  was  coimnenced  in  April  1959, 
and  this  service  has  been  maintained  since  that  date,  despite  very  real 
difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  labour. 

The  number  of  collections  per  house,  varies  between  47  and  50  per  annum 
as  against  26  to  30  prior  to  1959. 

In  1962  and  1963,  the  workmen  asked  for  the  Annual  Holiday  of  two  weeks 
to  be  taken  at  one  time.  The  Committee  agreed  that  this  procedure  be 
followed  in  1964  and  the  usual  small  skeleton  staff  was  available. 
However,  the  serious  floods  of  18th  July  (first  day  of  holidays)  neces- 
sitated an  entire  re-arrangeraent  of  duties  and  further  men  were  called 
in  to  help.  An  emergency  cleansing  service  operated  for  the  two  weeks 
of  the  holiday  (see  special  report  on  Floods).  During  the  week  follow- 
ing, the  workmen  worked  overtime  every  day  to  restore  the  normal  service. 

The  refuse  collection  wagons  dealt  with  the  following  materials  during 
the  year;- 


Loads 


Ashbin  refuse 
Nightsoil  . . 

Trade  refuse  and  cover 


2548 

104 

419 

3071 


The  following  shows  particulars  of  the  materials  dealt  with  on  the  South 
Shore  Tip;- 


Loads 


Loads  tipped  by  refuse  wagons,  including  cover 
Sweepings  etc.  from  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department 
Loads  tipped  by  private  traders 


2967 

1160 

650 


4777 


SALVAGE : Salvage  collected  and  sold  as  follows ;- 


Paper,  cardboard,  etc 

Scrap  tins,  metal,  rags,  etc.  from  Tip 


Tons  Cwts . Qrs 

31  11  3 

15  18  1 

47  10  0 


Gross  Value  - £243 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Details  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  1964  are  shown  in 
Table  VIII. 


TABLE  VIII 

INSPECTIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Housing  - No.  of  houses  inspected  formally  or  informally  for 
housing  defects  - 526 

No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


Meat  and  Pood  Inspection s- 

Food  Inspection  , . 
Butchers ' Shops  . . 
Farms  , . 

Milk  Samples 
Ice-cream  Premises 
Fried  Fish  Shops  . 
Bakehouses  . . 
Restaurant  Kitchens, 
Other  Food  Shops  . 


Cafes  etc. 


Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 
Shops  Act 

Water  Samples  and  Supplies  . 

Rodent  Control 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Smoke  Abatement  etc.  .. 

Public  Cleansing  . 

Drains  and  Water  Closets 
Hen  Pens  and  Piggeries 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances 
Miscellaneous 


1049 


454 

208 

34 

12 

20 

14 

53 

84 

419 

96 

9 

141 

73 

70 

18 

365 

260 

7 

456 

367 
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In  Table  IX  are  particulars  of:- 

(a)  Notices  served  and  complied  with 

(b)  Defects  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied. 


TABLE  IX 


Served 

Complied 

with 

2 

2 

126 

110 

Discovered 

Abated 

23 

20 

253 

251 

54 

51 

66 

54 

(a)  NOTICES 

Formal  notices 
Informal  notices  . 

(b)  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 


Dwelling-houses ; 

Dampness 

Defective  ashbins  and  pails 

Defective  fresh  and  waste  water  closets 
and  drains 

Chimneys,  roofs  and  other  housing 

repairs  
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CLEAN  AIR; 

Many  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  industrial  premises  with  regard 
to  boiler  plants.  Progress  can  again  be  recorded.  In  three  instances 
notification  of  installation  of  furnaces  was  received  (Sec„  3).  One  oil 
fired  boiler  replaced  a coal  fired  boiler.  Three  plans  for  examination 
re  heights  of  chimneys  were  received  and  examined.  In  one  instance  the 
height  of  a chimney  was  increased  after  representations  from  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  problem  caused  by  the  shortage  of  "soft”  coke  (Circular  69/63)  for 
domestic  premises  has  not  seriously  affected  this  area,  as  we  have  no 
Smoke  Control  Areas.  The  Borough  has  not  yet  been  classified  as  a 
"black  area”  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Council  has  a Smoke  Stain  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  P«corder  stationed  at 
the  Health  Office  and  takes  part  in  the  national  scheme  of  measurement 
of  air  pollution  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research. 

There  was  a Public  Local  Inquiry  in  October  1963,  into  an  appeal  under 
planning  with  regard  to  tipping  of  refuse  in  a quarry.  There  had  been 
many  fires  at  this  quarry.  The  Ministry  refused  planning  control,  but 
laid  down  stringent  tipping  conditions.  The  Ministry’s  decision  was 
challenged  at  High  Court.  On  18th  November  1964  the  High  Court  con- 
firmed the  ruling  of  the  Ministry  and  awarded  costs  to  the  Haslingden 
Borough  C ounc il . 


SWIMMING  BATHS: 

The  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  provide  one  plunge  bath  and  eight 
slipper  baths  with  facilities  for  medicinal  baths. 

The  water  in  the  plunge  bath  is  treated  by  filtration,  chlorination  and 
aeration,  and  is  chemically  treated  by  sulphate  of  alumina  and  soda. 

The  water  is  tested  daily  for  pH  value,  for  residual  chlorine  and  for 
temperature.  The  pool  capacity  is  approximately  76,000  gallons  and 
there  is  complete  turnover  of  the  water  each  3^  hours.  Five  bacterio- 
logical samples  were  taken  of  the  water  in  the  plunge  bath  - all  were 
satisfactory. 


SCHOOLS; 

All  nine  schools  have  a towns  water  supply.  All  have  fresh  water 
closets  and  all  have  dustbins  for  refuse  collection. 
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MORTUARY: 

The  mortuary  is  provided  with  a three  compartment  refrigerator  and  was 
completely  modernised  and  brought  up  to  date  in  1962. 


ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS; 

There  was  one  case  of  bed  bugs  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the 
first  for  several  years.  Advice  was  given  and  insecticide  provided  in 
connection  with  treatment  for  other  insect  pests  at  dwelling  houses. 


RODENT  CONTROL; 


One  hundred  and  thirty  premises  were  dealt  with  for  rodent  infestation 
during  the  year.  In  eighty  nine  cases,  rats  caused  the  infestation, 
and  the  other  forty  one  being  mice.  None  of  the  infestations  were 
major  in  character,  but  it  must  be  noted  that  prompt  attention  to  the 
smaller  infestations  prevents  the  occurrence  of  the  major  ones. 

A large  number  of  visits  were  made  to  premises  with  regard  to  infest- 
ations, in  addition  to  many  routine  inspections  for  the  presence  of 
rodents , 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES; 

Nine  routine  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during  1964  of  shops  in 
the  district,  with  regard  to  the  health  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act. 
An  additional  water  closet  was  installed  at  one  shop  in  the  Borough. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES: 

There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the  Borough,  the 
last  on  the  register  being  closed  in  1959. 


MG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 : 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  town  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured  and 
so  far  as  is  known,  none  is  being  sold  or  used. 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOIMENT  ACT  I960; 


One  licence  has  been  issued  during  the  year  in  respect  of  fifteen  res- 
idential caravans  which  are  sited  at  Carter  Place,  Haslingden.  There 
are  no  areas  used  for  camping  purposes. 
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SECTION  E 

HOUSING 


NEW  HOUSES 

ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR; 

Houses 

Flats 

M 

By  the  local  authority 

Nil 

60 

(b) 

By  other  local  authorities 

, . 

o o 

Nil 

Nil 

(c) 

By  other  bodies  or  persons 

o • 

32 

Nil 

No,  of  Council  owned  dwellings  existing  at  the  end  of  the  year  1285 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES : 


Total  niomber  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally  or  informally 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)..  . 226 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above  pxirpose  749 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  during  the  year  to  be  not  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit  , . . . . . . . . . , . „ . , , . 55 

Total  number  of  dwellings  existing  at  end  of  year  which  were  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of 
being  rendered  fit  and  in  respect  of  which  - 

(a)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  been  made 

(at  any  time)  , , » , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  not  yet 

been  made  . . . „ . . . . . , . . . , . . , . . 186 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  year:- 

(a)  Unfit  houses  , ..  ..  ,.  ..  ..  ..  ..  . 16 

(b)  Other  houses  . ..  ,,  ..  ..  ..  , 3 


Number  of  persons  displaced 


50 
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HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEAMNCE  AREAS: 


Houses 


Persons 

Displaced 


Houses  demolished  or  closed  during  year: 

Housing  Act  1957 

Demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure Section  17(l)  Housing  Act  1957  

Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  (M.O.H.  Cer- 
tificate) . . . . . . 

Unfit  houses  closed; 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(l),  35(l)  Housing  Act  1957  . 


REPAIRS  DURING  YEAR: 


No.  of 

Houses 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  auth- 
ority under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  55 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  under  the  Public  Health 


Acts  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . , . . . . 2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner Nil 


Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  under  the  Housing  Act  1957 
(Sections  9 and  16)  after  service  of  formal  notice: 


(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(^)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner  . . . . . . Nil 


UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (HOUSING  ACT  1957) : 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  retained  for  temporary  accom- 


modation . ..  Nil 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  contained  in  above  Nil 

Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary  accommodation  ..  Nil 
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TABLE  X 


IMHIOVEMENI’  GRANTS 

No.  of  dwelling  houses 
or  other  buildings 
affected  in  schemes  of- 

Private  Bodies 
or  individuals 

Local 

Authority 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 

Local  Authority 

33 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority  . . 

33 

- 

(c)  Submitted  by  Local  Authority  to  Min- 
istry 

- 

2 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry  . 

- 

2 

(e)  Work  completed 

29 

Nil 

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings  included 
in  (e)  above  .. 

1 

Nil 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

No.  of 
dwellings 
or  other 
buildings 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  for  improve- 
ment to  full  standard 

77 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  local  authority  for  improve- 
ment to  reduced  standard 

Nil 

(c)  Total  applications  approved  by  local  authority 

75 

(d)  Work  completed 

. . . . 

75 

Approximately  10^  of  the  houses  improved  were  tenanted  houses,  the 
rest  being  owner-occupied  houses. 

RENT  ACT  1957; 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  during  the  year.  No  applications 
were  received. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS  - GENERAL: 


Some  progress  was  made  on  the  Slum  Clearance  programme.  Demolition 
was  commenced  on  the  Pleasant  Street  (South  Side)  C.P.O,  Eleven  houses 
were  demolished  and  most  of  the  tenants  in  this  area  were  either  re- 
housed by  the  Council  or  found  their  own  acconnoodation.  Some  twenty 
seven  houses  still  await  demolition  in  this  area  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
A Housing  Act  survey  of  83  houses  on  the  north  side  of  Pleasant  Street 
was  in  hand,  but  representation  of  this  area  had  not  been  made  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES: 


Scheme  No.  24-6  blocks  of  flats,  comprising  sixty  dwellings 
were  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year  on 
the  site  of  the  Wilkinson  Street  C.P.O.  at 
”Top  of  Town”.  These  provide  accommodation 
as  follows:-  12  'bedsitters';  24  - one  bed- 
room flats;  18  - two  bedroom  maisonnettes; 

6 - three  bedroom  maisonnettes. 


Scheme  No,  25 


12  aged  persons  bungalows  are  contemplated  at 
Lancaster  Avenue,  Helmshore. 


Extension  of 
Scheme  22 


A further  seven  aged  persons  bungalows  are  con- 
templated at  Greenfield  Gardens,  adjoining  the 
existing  Warden  controlled  scheme  of  23  dwell- 
ings and  communal  room. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  428  applicants  for  Council  houses. 
This  is  a decrease  of  57  on  last  year's  figure  of  485.  A review  of 
the  list  of  applications  and  the  erection  and  occupation  of  60  new 
flats  by  the  Council,  accounted  for  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
applicants  on  the  register. 

The  average  number  of  persona  per  house  (2«69)  does  not  indicate  any 
extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  district. 


— oooOooo- 
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SECTION  F 


MILK; 

Particulars  of  the  bacteriological  and  biological  examination  during 
1964,  are  given  in  Table  XI „ 

TABLE  XI 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  DURING  1964 


Particulars  of  Examination 

No.  of  Samples 

Total 

Nega- 

tive 

Posi- 

tive 

Satis- 

factory 

Not 

Satis- 

Factory 

Raw  Milk; 

Biological  for  Tuberculosis  . . 

11 

11 

Methylene  Blue 

il 

- 

- 

10 

1 

Brucellosis 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Heat  Treated  Milk: 

Phosphatase 

1 1 

1 

- 

Methylene  Blue. 

) ^ 

1 

BRUCELLOSIS: 


Seven  samples  taken  for  biological  examination  by  the  Borough  Council 
were  negative. 

Four  samples  taken  by  Lancs.  C.C.  were  reported  positive.  The  farmer, 
in  each  case,  was  advised  to  consult  a Veterinary  Surgeon. 

FOOD  HIEMISES;  FOOD  HYGIENE;  FOOD  INSPECTION: 

With  regard  to  food  premises,  many  inspections  were  made  at  food  shops 
of  all  types  and  at  kitchens  of  factory  and  school  canteens.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  fifteen  official  notifica- 
tions were  given  to  the  occupier  or  owner  to  carry  out  improvements  of 
all  types,  ranging  from  compliance  with  the  cleanliness  standards  to 
the  provision  of  equipment.  The  standard  generally  is  considerably 
higher  than  it  was  a few  years  ago,  largely  as  a result  of  enforcement 
of  the  Regulations  by  this  Department. 

The  usual  work  with  regard  to  actual  inspection  of  food  for  fitness  for 
human  consumption  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  but  in  May  and 
June  a special  duty  was  imposed  on  ail  Health  Departments  in  the  country 
as  a result  of  the  now  famous  ‘'corned  beef*  circulars  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  dealing  with  the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at  Aberdeen 
and  the  link  which  had  been  established  with  possible  batches  of  corned 
beef  from  South  America.  In  Haslingden,  this  Department  first  of  all 
sent  170  letters  of  warning  to  all  manner  of  food  shops,  canteens  etc^ , 
and  followed  these  up  with  visits  of  inspection.  Altogether,  until  it 
was  clear  that  Haslingden  was  no  longer  at  risk,  over  500  letters  were 
sent  to  food  premises  and  230  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 
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Another  najor  food  inspection  carr.paijnrn  follov/ed  the  serious  flooding  of 
18th  July  19f>4,  Many  shops  in  Rising  Bridge,  Hr.slingden  centre  and  in 
Eelnishore  ?/ere  flooded.  Thousands  of  packages  and  containers  of  food 
bad  to  he  exor.dned  individually  to  ascertain  whether  any  risk  was  in- 
volved due  to  soiling  with  flood  waters.  1 any  hundreds  of  food  items 
v/cre  condemned  and  destroyed. 

In  19o4 , visits  were  made  to  food  premises  as  follows:-  Butchers  208; 
Bakers  Cookshops  53;  Fried  Fish  Shops  14;  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
155;  Meat  & Meat  Products  9;  School  and  Factory  Canteens  19:  Ice-cream 
20. 


FOOL*  GOI^TDiijMhlFiii : V/c iglit 


Meat  nx  Retail  Sloops  ..  . . 115  lbs 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  »h-oducts  ..  ..  ..  ..  12  lbs 

Crn“!ed  Meats 319  lbs 

Canned  Fish 238  lbs 

Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables  , , . 1C95  lbs 

Other  Foods  . . . . . . , . . . 2000  lbs 


FOCI;  ..llSORlkO: 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  in  1964. 

IlC-CIi--  FCC  FASTFLlilSATJON  REGUIaTIOaS  1&G3: 

(1)  Nuiiiber  cf  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  district  at  end  of  j’-ear-  None. 

(2)  Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  Alpha-Amyla.se  tost  and 
their  results  - None, 

(3)  Comments  on  first  year's  administration  of  these  Regulations  - No 
need  for  action. 


ADULTFRilTKR'  OF  FOOD:  CUEldlCAJ.  IlK))  liACTiF.,10I.liOI( 


mi’ICN 


The  administration  of  Fcod  and  I'rugs  Act,  1955  and  regulations  governing 
the  adulteration  of  food,  are  under  the  control  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Coxnicil  and  their  officers  take  samples  in  the  district.  The  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  foodstuffs  is  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Council 
end  samples  ere  submitted  for  such  examination  to  the  Public  health  l.aB- 
oratorj'  at  Preston. 


oooOoofl 
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APPENDIX  1 


REPORT  SUBMITTED  TO  HEALTH  & SANITARY  COMMITTEE 
23rd  September  1964 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FLOODING  IN  HASLINGDEN  18th  JULY  1964 
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Flooding  in  Easlingden  18th  July  1964 


This  is  a very  brief  report  of  the  precautions  taken  from  a health 
point  of  view  following  the  great  flood  of  18th  July,  1964.  The  storm 
which  caused  the  flood  occurred  about  11,30  a.m.  and  continued  until 
about  12,15  p.m.  In  this  period  the  worst  storm  within  living  memory 
took  place  and  the  precipitation  in  that  45  minutes  has  been  variously 
estimated  at  2 to  3 inches. 

Conditions  were  made  very  much  worse  by  an  unprecendented  hailstorm 
within  that  45  minutes.  In  many  places  hailstones  lay  two  feet  deep 
and  consequently  blocked  drainage  entries,  natural  "run-offs'*  from  land 
and  multiplied  the  problems  that  must  necessarily  follow  a cloud  burst. 
There  was  on" fatality  at  a house  in  Back  Carr  Mill  Street. 

At.  1,0  p.m,  (18.7,64)  every  road  into  Easlingden  was  impassable 
except  the  one  over  Grane  and  this  was  very  dangerous  due  to  a land- 
slide , 


There  were  many  hundreds  of  houses,  shops,  factories  and  other 
premises  flooded  from  a depth  of  one  inch  to  several  feet.  All  flood 
waters  were  accompanied  by  sludge  and  some  by  the  contents  of  surcharge 
mg  sewers.  The  effect  of  even  light  flooding  was  often  offensive  and 
possibly  dangerous,  whilst  the  deep  floodings  brought  conditions  almost 
beyond  description. 

The  material  damage  done  by  the  flooding  was  very  extensive;  the 
financial  loss  to  many  householders,  factory  owners,  shopkeepers,  and 
others  was  very  great  indeed;  the  very  serious  problems  of  people  with 
badly  damaged  homes  requiring  temporary  rehousing  (in  some  cases  perma- 
nent rehousing)  are  known  to  the  Committee,  but  this  report  is  intended 
only  to  deal  with  the  Health  problems  that  flood  conditions  bring  and 
the  measures  taken  to  counteract  them. 

The  actual  public  health  dangers  can  be  set  out  simply  as  follows;- 

(a)  Broken  water  mains  allowing  the  entry  of  polluted  water  into  the 
mains . 

(b)  Contaminated  food  due  to  immersion  or  contact  with  flood  waters 
at  houses  and  shops. 

(c)  The  very  real  danger  of  sludge  (possibly  sewage  contaminated) 
within  every  house  flooded,  soiling  carpets,  furniture  and  other 
contents  of  the  ground  floor  rooms, 

(d)  The  offensive  condition  of  the  immediate  surroundings  of  houses 
subject  to  flooding, 

(e)  Accumulations  of  ruined  and  flood  affected  furniture  etc.  discarded 
by  tenants . 
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(f)  The  disposal  of  hundreds  of  tons  of  sludfre  and  ruhhle  froti  flood 
areas . 

(g)  Tossiblc  serious  infestations  hy  rata  driven  from  sevrers  and  streans 

the  flood. 

Here  follows  a short  description  of  the  action  taken 

(a)  Officers  of  both  the  Calder  Water  Board  and  the  Bolton  Water'.vorlis 

Department  were  contacted  on  Saturday  18.7.64.  No  water  mains 
were  involved  or  broken  at  Kisinfj  Bridge.  The  damaged  water 
services  were  dealt  with  by  tiie  Calder  Water  Board.  One  water 

mein  (at  Ilelmshore)  was  fractured  during  the  storm.  This  was 

repaired  by  the  workmen  of  the  Bolton  Waterworks  Department  on 
Sunday  19th  July  1964.  Frompf measures  removed  any  risk  from 
these  sources. 

(b)  The  greatest  problem  here  was  dealing  with  very  large  amounts  of 
foodstuffs  comprising  the  stocks  of  a considerable  number  of  shops 
in  Kising  Bridge,  the  centre  of  Haslingden  and  in  Ilelmshore. 
Thousands  of  containers  and  packages  etc.  of  food  had  to  he  indi- 
vidually examined  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  endangered  by  flood 
waters.  Hundreds  of  items  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and  des- 
troyed. 

(c)  The  cleaning  up  of  flood  affected  houses,  hundreds  of  them,  was  a 
major  operation  and  a heart  breaking  one  to  very  many  residents. 

The  local  services  and  the  householders  were  very  ably  assisted  by 
Civil  Defence  Volunteers  (local  and  from  adjoining  towns)  and 
b'emers  Voluntary  Service  from  nearby  to^^ms,  particularly  during 
tlie  first  36  hours  following  the  floods.  No  ^raise  can  be  too 
high  for  tlie  help  so  freely  given.  The  Fire  Brigade  also  gave 
valuablo  help  in  many  instances.  But  the  pp'eat  weiglit  of  this 
urgent  and  essential  work  fell  on  the  householders  themselves. 

No  official  or  unofficial  service  could  have  honed  to  have  tackled 
tliis  extensive  job,  at  the  best  it  could  oni}^  help  the  householders. 
Tl'C  reasons  why  this  soijrse  of  real  danger  to  the  health,  of  the 
vdiole  co'rTOnunity  v/as  cuickly  reneved  was  due  to  the  tremendous 
efforts  made  by  all  affected  householoers  and  tlieir  fnrailios. 

There  was  e need  for  enormous  quantities  of  disinfectaait . This 
was  svipulied  in  small  quantities  until  the  small  hours  of  Sunday 
morning,  but  it  was  obviotis  that  there  was  insufficient  disinfec- 
tant in  the  Health  Department  store,  and,  ftirther,  entire Ij'"  new 
methods  of  suppli'ing  the  .fluid  and  powder  would  be  required.  An 
S.O.S.  vras  sent  to  Chief  iiihlic  Health  Inspectors  in  areas  in 
Lancashire  not  affected  by  flooding.  On  Sunday  the  Ramsbottom 
Chief  Ibiblic  Health  Inspector  brought  15  gallons  (6  00  to  1 concen- 
trate) of  disinfectant  to  Haslingden  and  Trestwich  Chief  Public 
Healt!  Inspector  brought2  cwts . of  powder.  A system  of  disin- 
foctmnt  delivery  by  lorr\'^  was  instituted  taking  partly  mixed  dis- 
infectant in  dustbins  and  delivering  it  from  door  to  door  in  the 
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badly  affected  areas.  Four  disinfectant  ’’points”  were  established 
by  siting  a dustbin,  under  the  control  of  a responsible  resident, 
in  a convenient  place  in  each  of  four  of  the  worst  places  and  fre- 
quently replenishing  these  with  further  supplies  of  disinfectant. 

On  Monday  the  call  for  disinfectant  was  as  urgent  as  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Whitefield,  pro- 
vided two  cwts.  of  powder.  Over  30  gallons  (600  to  1 concentrate) 
were  brought  by  car  from  an  Ashton-under-Lyne  firm.  The  delivery 
of  partly  mixed  liquid  disinfectant  and  disinfectant  powder  was 
continued  all  week  and  into  the  second  week  in  some  instances. 

It  is  believed  that  all  needs  were  met  - many  hundreds  of  gallons 
of  partly  mixed  fluid  were  used. 

(d)  The  roads  and  yards  surrounding  the  worst  flooded  areas  were 
cleansed  by  the  removal  of  the  sludge  and  other  debris,  but  in 
many  cases  the  smell  was  most  offensive  for  some  days.  This  was 
alleviated  to  some  extent  by  spraying  fairly  large  areas  around 
the  houses  with  a pine  disinfectant. 

(e)  All  the  time  that  houses  were  being  cleansed,  discarded  floor  cov- 
erings and  furniture  of  all  kinds  were  put  out  into  yards  and  road- 
ways for  collection  and  destruction.  Hundreds  of  pieces  of  furn- 
iture were  dealt  with,  pianos,  settees,  easy  chairs,  sideboards, 
etc.  Collection  of  these  became  a relatively  massive  furniture 
removal  job,  and  disposal  by  ordinary  methods  (breaking  up  and 
burying  in  the  tip)  was  impossible.  It  was  decided  that  the  only 
safe  and  effective  way  of  dealing  with  contaminated  and  offensive 
furniture  was  to  burn  it,  and,  despite  the  fact  that  this  runs 
counter  to  other  public  health  ideals,  it  was  felt  the  decision 
was  justified  by  the  real  dangers  of  the  situation  then  existing. 
The  collection  and  disposal  of  furniture  etc.  was  carried  on  all 
the  first  week  and  most  of  the  second  week.  Even  six  weeks  after 
the  flooding,  requests  for  destruction  of  articles  of  furniture 
are  still  being  received  and  dealt  with. 

(f)  Many  hundreds  of  tons  of  sludge  and  rubble  had  to  be  disposed  of 
in  such  a way  as  to  avoid  creating  a nuisance  and  so  as  not  to 
damage  the  tip.  This  disposal  was  carried  out  entirely  on  South 
Shore  Tip  in  such  a way  as  not  to  give  rise  to  nuisance  and  so 
that  the  normal  work  of  tipping  household  refuse  could  be  carried 
on  immediately  after  the  holidays. 

(g)  No  infestation  at  all  occurred.  There  were  one  or  two  very 
minor  incidents,  which  were  dealt  with  immediately. 

This  is  a very  brief  account  of  the  work  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Department  after  the  floods.  The  whole  object  was  to  avoid,  if  poss- 
ible, any  outbreak  of  disease  which  can  so  easily  follow  a flood  of  the 
dimensions  of  the  one  on  18th  July  1964.  It  would  seem  that  this 

object  was  achieved.  Very  little  reference  has  been  made  in  this 
report  to  the  enormous  amount  of  work  done  by  other  Corporation  Depart- 
ments and  many  other  bodies  and  people,  as  this  is  entirely  a health 
report.  No  doubt  other  reports  will  cover  this  work. 


On  the  administrative  side,  daily  contact  and  consultation  took 
place  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee;  and 
frequent  consultations  with  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Housing  Committee,  the  General  Works  Department  and  other  members 
and  officers  involved  in  this  work.  The  Staff  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment and  the  workmen  of  the  Department  gave  long  and  ungrudging  service 
throughout  the  whole  emergency.  The  Annual  Holidays  commenced  on  18th 
July  and  many  workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Service  had  gone  away  on  holiday 
early  that  morning.  A skeleton  staff  was  recruited  to  supplement  the 
small  holiday  staff  and  these  men  coped  with  the  large  amount  of  diffi- 
cult and  often  unpleasant  work  which  fell  to  this  Department. 
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APPENDIX  2 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1964  FOR  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  HASLINGDEN 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASHIRE 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act  1961 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEllE  FOUND  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two^  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  he  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases") 
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